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The Prompter. 


Numa. XC} 





Say, where full INsrincr is th'unerring Guide, 
What Pore, or Councit, can they need befide ? 


Then Reason raife o'er INstINcT, as you Can 


In tuts tis Gop directs, im THAT ’tis MAN. 


Pope's Eth. 





FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19. 1736. 





Conclufion of the Diatocue between Eunous, 
and Philo, 


Exnous. 


BU T is Virtue fomething real, 
Or js it not? 
b. ’Tis fomething real, with- 
out doubt. 
Ez. Tell me then, in what it 
We coniifts: for you can’t even fay 
S a Thing #s, without knowing 
2 what it is. 
Ph. ‘That is true; neverthelefs I can conceive 
there is a God, without conceiving how he exifts, 





‘Or what he is. 


Ex, Shall we fay the fame thing of VIRTUE ? 
Pb. Agreed. 

Ez. This then, at leaft, isa Truth. Vir TvE is 
a fomething independant of the Opinions of Men; {fo 


that all we can grant Political Eftablifhments, is, that 


a determine, ¢hg Virtue, or Happine/s of Man, 
as Member of a Qgpil Society, to be, the Good of 
that Society ; which 4s only faying, that VIRTUE is 
Goop, without determining what either VIRTUE 
or Goon is. Do you agree to this? i 
Ph. I fee no Room to contradjét you. 
Ex. Shall we then remain, -all, Lives, thus ig- 
worant of Vin'TUE ? Or fhall we endeavour to dif- 
cover what it is ¢ Or had you rather fit down con- 
tented with being PoLITICALLY VIRTUOUS, and go 
no further, ; 

Ph. I thould be forry, Exnous, to be fo mean- 
Pirited. Such a Refolution would only become a 
weak Man, or a Slave. 

Ew. Will you then endeavour at the Difcovery, 
yourfelf, and Pil follow you; or had you rather fol- 
OW me > 

Ph, With your Leave, I'll follow you; for the 

trors I have already difcover’d in myfelf make me 
Mote cautious and lefs pofitive. 

Ex. Well then; fince ’tis your Defire, anfwer 
Me; Did you ever ferioufly confider an Ant-hill, 
a Bee-hive ? 
ao Yes ; and have received great Pleafure, from 
» vine that beatiful Order, fo viible in their 
Me Governments, ~ | 





Eu, But, had you never Curiofity enough, to ask 
yourfelf, from what Principlé they aéted ? or did you 


~ conclude within yourfelf, that, like us, they follow’d 


a Set oF Laws eftablifbed, by fome of them, ‘for 
their Conduct? ic: Pot ain 

Ph. No: For. befides that they, all, have fome 
Occupation, or other, and that none are idle, I have 
been taught from my Infaney, that like all other Ani- 
mals, they b4ndly follow’d a certain Principle call’d 
INsTINcT, which ferves their Pzrpo/es, 2 ison 
does ours. ' 

Eu. But what is INsTiNcT ? and from WHENCE 
do they DERIVE it? 

Ph. From Nature. *Tis implanted in their Na- 
tures by God. ; 

Ex. But do they ail feel this INsrrcr in the fame 
Manner ? Or does it appear to one Ant in one Man- 
her, and to another, in another ? 

Ph. It appears the SAME to ALL. ) 

Ex. It may then be called a’ Common Lawtothem 
ALL, not eftablifh’d by them, but by God. 

Ph. Very true. 

Ez. But fuppofing one of thefe Ants, fhould vio- 
late this Common Law ? What would you call it # 

Ph. I would call it vicious. 

Ez, And the Ants that obferve it ? 


Bh. dow- I would call them good and virtuous, if either 


Virtue or Vice could be afcrib’d to Animals. 


“1« @her But fuppofe, this viciows ANT fhould have Art 


and Eloquence enough, to engage others, in its Party, 
and thefe, others ftill; and that in Procefs of Time, 
and by the increas’d Power of thefe Law-givers, the 
Form of Government founded upon divine IN- 
STINCT, fhould receive an Alteration ; that inftead 
of ONE SINGLE, AND UNIVERSAL Law, they 
fhould eftablith feveral different Regulations concern- 
ing the Ricuts of every little Family of Ants, and 
fhould punith with Death, or Banifbment, thofe that 
break into thefe new fettled Rights, declaring thofe 
Ants, virtuous, that fhould obferve them, and vicious, 
thofe that fhould not ; that this new Regulation 
having lafted during the Lives of thefe Law-givers, 
their Succeffors fhould continue them, and after 
thefe, their’s likewife ; and thar, at laft, Trme and 
EpucaTidn having quite changed the GeNnrus of 
their Great-Grandchildren, they fhould no longer ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge that ONE sIMPLE, AND UNIVE rJAXnot fo entirely agree with that UNIVERsar, Law 


Law, eftablifhed by God, but the Variety of Laws 
‘eftablifl’'d by their Axnceftors ; treating. thofe, that 
Heal in of Virtue, Happiness, JusTicr, 
$06D; ‘otherwife, than according to the Letter of 
the Law, as Innovators, or Enthufafts What would 
you think of the Virtue of thefe Ants ? Would rr 
really be wHAT ‘the Laws callae? Or would it {till 
be that sIMPLE AND UNIVERSAL. Law eftabli/h'd 
by God, notwithftanding thefe poor, ignorant, wretch- 
ed ‘Ants have how, not even AN IDEA OF IT? 
Ph. It would, in my Opinion, be what it origi 
*—Wally was’; and now, [ think, I begin to underftand 
you, a little better than I did. You would, by this 
Comparifon, fhew, that, Vir rug is THE ConFrorR- 
MITY OF OUR ACTIONS TO THE UNIVERSAL 
Law, ESTABLIsH’D BY THE DivinrTx 5 and there 
feems to be a great deal of Truth in this Notion. 
We have nothing then to, do,,.but.to , FIND! ouT, 
what THIS UNIVERSAL Law is; TO BE WISE and 
TO FOLLOW IT, to BE viRTUOUs, How much 
am I oblig’d to you, my dear Ewzous, for the Difco- 
very of fo noble a Truth! How beautiful this D1- 
VINE WispoM looks! How excellent this Virus ! 
Go on, and explain to me, what this UNIVERSAL 
Law is, that-form’d the VIRTUE of Mankind, ere 
Political Laws ufurp’d its Place, © | 
Ex. That would be foon done, my dear Philo, if 
you-would but LOOK INTO YOURSELF, and exa- 
mine what you are. 


Ph. Leave me not, now you've brought me fo _ u 
| directly from the Divinity, is as little to be queftion- 


far; I am not yet able-to walk alone, and like little 
Children, when their Leading-Strings are taken away, 
am afraid of {tumbling every Step I take. 

Ex. The Road is not difficult. °Tis but examin- 
ing the Relations, you have, as Man, with every 
other Being in the-Univerfe, and with the Author 
of all. 

Ph. But how fhall we make this Examination > 

Ez. Can you be.ignorant of that ? Is it the Pas- 
' s10N8 that are to conduct us in our Search ? 

‘-~ “Ph. No, certainly: for the Passions generally 
blind us. nie 

.” £wx. It muft then be the UNDERSTANDING. 

Ph. To be fure. 

Eu. And how do you call that which we learn 
by the Help of the Underftanding ? 

Ph. I call it ScrENcE. 

Eu. This Examination then is a SciENcE, and 
Virtue, KNowLepcE ? 

Ph. It is. 

‘- Ew. Tell me then, Philo, can another learn a 
ScrENcE for you? Is it fufficient that I fhould learn 
the Mathematicks (for Example) for you. 

‘Pb. You know the contrary. 

Ex. He then that ftudies this UNIVERsAL Law, 
is only in a Capacity to know it. Study 17 then, 
my dear Philo, and know, that he that once acknow- 
ledges there is an UNIVERSAL LAw Es'TABLISH’D 
By Gop, is in no great. Danger of sTRAYING, pro- 
vided he ftudies, with Humility, Difintereftedne/;, 
and with no other View but to difcover TRuTH, 
and fo follow ét, as the moft ree and perfect 
Law thatis, I return then, at prefent, to my firft 
Definition of the moft perfec? Government, and re- 
peat, that the MORE, any egg Eftablifhment ad- 
mits of this UNIVERSAL Law, in its Conttitution, 
the tore perfr fuch Government will be, and the 
lefs, of courfe, there fhould be of thofe particular 
Regulations we mention’d at firft, becaufe they do 


L 


OF HUMAN KIND. But don’t fanfy, that this p; 
vine Law, will, without a Miracle, be acknowled v 
and follow'd in the World. Few People give dem’ 
felves the Trouble to reflec. Many are hindred 
from it by their feveral Occupations for the Servic 
of the States and the much greater Number he 


_ much a Slave to their Paffions, and led by them, to 


penetrate into the Truth oF THIs DIVINE Law 
Political Laws will ftill fubfift in the World: and 
he that lives under the Protection of a State, thould 


‘took upon him(elf as a Member of that Society, and 


conform to its Laws, when they are not contr 
to Divine Laws, in which it is lawful to diffen: 
fince WE MUST OBEY GoD RATHER THAN May 


Such, Sir, was the Converfation of our two 
Friends. I hope it will.anfWwer your Doubts, for 


“SE fhould be at a Lofs to write any thing, better, or 


more-tatisfactory. 1 am, 







SIR, 
&c. 


He Preceding Dialogue is fo full,-on the Subjed 
of Virtue, that I have little, or nothing to add td 
it. That Virtwe fhould be the Conformity of our Acs 
tions to the UNIVERSAL Law,-under Which May) 
as2°HUMAN CREATURE, comes, which UNrvrr. 
saL Law is difcoverable by REASON, feems to me 
to be a Truth, that can admit.of. no. Doubt s that 
underftood in‘ this Senie, it ‘may be faid: to emane 


ed; but that this Notion fhould be anywife deftruc. 
tive of Society, or be made ufe of as an Argument 
to violate any Law of Society, is‘an Inference, that 
can only be drawn, by wilful Cavillers; or Igno- 
rance, that cannot comprehend the Notion. 

The prior Law of Mankind is the NATURAL 


. RELATION we have to every thing about us. The 


Secondary is rHaT of the Society under which ‘we 
live. To this prior Law of Mankind, many gre 
Men, in ancient Times, have become Sacrifices, 
when the arbitrary Decilions of unjuft Men, fup- 
ported by Power, have thrown them into a Necefli- 
ty of LivING UNJUsT, or giving up their Lives. 
This they ufed ‘to call oBEYING GoD, RATHER 
THAN Man ; and in any corrupt State, or Diffoli- 
tion of Government, or under any tyrannical Sway, 
would be ftill LAWFUL. 
vernments, tho’ not enough sTaMP’D with this Dr- 
vINE Law, feldom deviate fo far from it, as to be 
contradictory to it, and therefore very juftly claim 
Obedience from the refpective Members of the Com- 
munity. Thofe, therefore, who have neither Ca 
pacity nor ‘Time to ftudy this Divine Law, I 
ceive this Happinefs from Government, that they 
have it in their Power, to be virtuous, by following 
the Laws eftablifhed, for their Conduct, which, % 
I obferved, juft now, do not contradict the prior 
and general Law of Mankind. 

The Few therefore, who have both Leifure and 
Underftanding to KNow and FoLLow TRUTS; 
have this Advantage oveh ANY, that they trace from 
the Fountain Head, that Divine Truth, which thele 
MEET, after it has pafs’d thro’ the /e/s pure Chan 
nel of HUMAN Po.iry. 


P- 
Err. In the 2d Par. inftedd of ‘Fad, read Trak. 
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Primed for T. Coopger, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
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Where Letters to the AUTHOR # 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
| Price Two-Pence. } 











But well-regulated Go- | 
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